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President’s Message—Prize-Winning Books

“‘How do you find good books to
read?” a member (like me, nota librar-
ian) asked one evening lastfall ‘|l used
1o read the New York Times Book Review,
but, frankly, | don't enjoy most of the
books on their best-seller lists. | browse
through new selections in the bookstores
and in the library, butl really don't have
the time to waste on a bad book."

| thought about the question. One of
my own techniques for finding new books
is to read book reviews in magazines |
enjoy, such as Atlantic Monthly and Po-
etry. Another is to look for new work by or
about authors I've enjoyed. As a starting
point for finding new books, though, | fol-
low the year's prize winners. This year |
was delighted 1o see that the Nobel Prize
in literature had gone to Turkish writer
Orhan Pamuk, whose novel, Snow, |
picked up when browsing the sale table
at Davis-Kidd While the Nobel is given for
a body of work rather than a single book,
any author who has received one is
probably worth reading. The annual Pulit-
zer Prizes remind me each year of what is
excellent in America, including our writ-
ing. | certainly want to read Late Wife by
Claudia Emerson, this year's Pulitzer po-
etry winner. Each November, the New
York Times lists the ten best books of the
year (as opposed to the best sellers), a
list that can help you find last year's won-
derful book, which you almost missed|

More great American writing can be
found in the National Book Awards and
the National Book Critics Circle Awards
(2006 winners will be announced on
January 20, 2007). The United Kingdom's
Orange Prize goes to any full length novel,
written in English by a woman of any na-
tionality, provided that the novel is pub-
lished for the first time in the United King-
dom between 1 April of the year before
the prize is awarded and 31 March of the
year in which the prize is awarded,; this
organization also identifies fine new writ-
ers. Each August, | look at the Man
Booker Long List, by September, the Man
Booker Short List is published; and, fi-
nally, in October, the Man Booker Prize
winner is announced! As a doting relative
of other people’s children, | find excellent
presents among Newbery and Caldecott
winners, as well as through the National
Book Awards.

The web site addresses for most of
these prizes follow, but if you really want
to know what some of the best books for
2007 may be, the books that haven't
even been printed yet, come to the Febru-
ary meeting of WNBA Nashville at Davis-
Kidd!

Alice Sanford, President

www.pulitzer.org/

www.nationalbook.org/nba.html

www.bookcritics.org/

WwWw.orangeprize.co.uk

www.themanbookerprize.com/

www.ala.org/ala/alsc/awardsscholarships/liter
arvawds/newberymedal/newberymedal.htm

www.ala.org/ala/alsc/awardsscholarships/liter
aryawds/caldecottmedal/caldecctimedal.htm
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Chapler News

February Meeting Preview—New Year/New Books

Join us on Thursday, February 1, from 6:00 to 7-:00 p.m. as Serenity Gerbman, Director of Litera-
ture and Language Programs for Humanities Tennessee, and Amy Cox Williams, Manager of Editorial
for Ingram Book, present their "picks" from the long list of new titles that will appear in bookstores this
spring. Serenity has worked to produce the Southern Festival of Books: A Celebration of the Written
Word for ten years; and she has directed the last six Festivals, so she knows a good book when she
sees onel Amy pores through publisher catalogs in search of features for Ingram's various catalogs, so
she is very familiar with the entire array of books to be offered well before they hit the shelves The
Nashville Chapter of the WNBA looks forward to hearing their suggestions for 20071

WNBA meets at 6:00 p.m. the first Thursday of each month (September through May} in
the Bronte Café at Davis-Kidd Booksellers in the Green Hills Mall Many members come early to net-
work, visit, and get a bite to eat. We'll network and eat in the cafe and then head to the meeting room
at 6:00 Ask your server for selections that will allow you 1o finish in time to join us for the meeting. We
recommend parking on the second floor of the Hecht's parking garage. Meetings are free
and prospective members are welcome to attend.

March Meeling Preview—"Journaling” Workshop

Ramon Presson is the creator and co-writer, with Dr. Gary Chapman, of Love Talks for
Families and Love Talks for Couples, each in its third printing. He has written a num-
ber of feature articles, and he Is a sought-after writing coach. He believes "journaling
is a great butterfly net to catch fleeting and skittish ideas that can be further devel-
oped later into creative nonfiction or fiction pieces." On March 1, he'lllead us Ina
creative journaling workshop and offer insight into the process for getting your writ-
ing published.

National News—Eastman Grant

Linda Moskovics,
who manages the Allie Gardens Benjamin Branch
of the San Diego Public Library System,
is the recipient of the
2006 WNBA Eastman Grant.

WNBA—The Nashville Edition www.wnba-books.org



PAGE 3

New Members: Chapter News

Tari Hughes

Minda Lazarov BOARD MEETINGS: THE NASHVILLE EDITION:
David Lipscomb University, Editor-in-Chief. Gloria Toler—615-419-9121
Beaman Library, 5:30 p.m. artifex | 00@aol.com
Monday after the General Meeting o ] )
Publication Editor: Kathi Allen—é&15-385-3976
GENERAL MEETINGS: katherine.allen@stites.com
First Thursday, Bronte Café,
Remember the Davis-Kidd Booksellers Webmaster: Bebe Brechner—615-226-2692
ATHENA Awards Green Hills Mall bebesarah@yahoo.com
March 29, Networking starts at 5:00 p.m. Newsletter Submissions: Articles and informa-

2007 at The Meeting starts at 6:00 p.m. tion about members or upcoming literary
Parthenon Meetings are open to the public events are always welcome. Please contact
Gloria Toler (see above). All information must

February I: New Year/New Books, with be received by the |0th of the month to be

Lee Fairbend Serenity Gerbman and Amy Cox Williams included in the next month’s newsletter.
is the WNBA ) )
nominee March 1: Journaling Workshop with Newsletter Advertising: Monthly rates for
Ramon Presson business card-size ads are $15 for WNBA
Nashville Chapter members and $20 for non-
members.

[n Memortam: Christine Brown

A A long-time, valued member of WNBA, Christine Brown, died of cancer on December
The ’ 16, 2006 Originally from Springfield, Tennessee, Christine was educated in the Robert-
Nashville Edition B son County schools and graduated from MTSU with a BS degree and an MLS from the

is always looking University of Tennessee, with additional graduate work at the University of Pittsburg.

for ‘ After three years of classroom teaching in Orlinda High School in Robertson County,
authors!! ‘ she directed the library services program for Robertson County schools from 1948 -
1966, being one of four such programs across the state. In 1266 she became Director
Here is your of School Library Services for the state of Tennessee, a position she held for 18 years.
chance to get pub- [l She was librarian at Harpeth Academy in Franklin for two years. In 1987 she agreed to
lished—just send ‘ serve as a volunteer in the church library at Belmont Methodist Church, where she
T it beele | “volunteered” for the next 19 years. Christine never lost her love of books, and she
: reviews, shared this love widely with all. It brought her to WNBA and she was a member for over
e p— 35 years. She had not attended regular meetings for some time due to her health.

other Christine is survived by her sisters Jeanette Brown, and June (Charles) Moore, Nash-
book-related ville; a nephew, Alan G (Diana) Moore, Nashville; a niece, Marcia Moore {John) Olewine
matters of interest [l of Charlotte, NC; great-nephew, Spencer G. Moore, Nashville; and great-nieces, Kimberly
to Gloria Toler i {Grant) Bevel, Houston, TX, and Kelly Taylor, Charlotte, NC.

Services for Christine were held Monday, December 18, in the EImwood Cemetery
in Springfield, with Rev. John Collett officiating. Memorial gifts may be made to Belmont
United Methodist Church, PO Box 120098, Nashville, TN 37212.

Carolyn Wilson

www.wnba-books org WNBA—The Nashville Edition
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January Meeting Recap

N

Every reader finds himself The writer's
work is merely a kind of optical instrument
that makes it possible for the reader to dis-
cern what, without this book, he would per-
haps never have seen in himself.

-Marcel Proust

January's monthly meeting kicked the
year off right with a panel of three out
standing authors of young adult (YA) litera-
ture Tracy Barrett, Helen Hemphill and Can-
die Moonshower provided a well-rounded,
entertaining perspective of the past, present
and future of books for ages 9 and up.

Hemphill began with some interesting
facts about the current state of YA literature
Although the children’s book market has
never been the biggest in the industry, the YA
market is clearly filling a void in the literary
world faster than ever, and according to
Hemphill, is presently growing at the rate of
$1 billion each year. The number of books
for young adults has grown to give youth a
wide variety of subject matter to foster as
well as satisfy any literary appetite Hemphill
read from her recently published YA book,
Long Gone Daddy (Front Street Books, May
20086). Her forthcoming book, Runaround,
will be released this spring.

Tracy Barrett shared a
-+ # short history of YA literature
. and gave examples of early YA
" books such as Hinton's The
4  Qutsiders, L'Engle’s A Wrinkie
" inTime, Salinger's Catcherin
g the Rye and Golding's Lord of
the Flies. According to Barrett,
YA literature is categorized as
such when the protagonist is a young adult
going through coming of age problems; and
naturally, the content is not too mature for a
young audience. It is not a story told by an
adult reflecting on her past, but is the story

WNBA—The Nashville Edition

of youth struggling through and working out
predicaments as they take place Barrett
then read excerpts from some of her books:
On Etruscan Time (Henry Holt & Co., April,
2005), Anna of Byzantium {Laurel Leaf, Octo-
ber, 2000), and Cold in Summer (Henry Holt
& Co., May, 2003).

Candie Moonshower offered a glimpse
into future trends of this burgeoning sector
of the literary market, reporting that the YA
market 1s not only for teens. Under the YA
umbrella, authors have responded to chil-
dren of all reading levels with literature tai-
lored to specific age groups and interests.
For example, middle grade books are tar-
geted towards youth ages 8-12 while YA
books may be better suited for children ages
13-18. Now, however, there is a group of
literature called “Tween,” signifying an age
group that falls in between middle grade and
YA (ages 10-14). Moonshower also read
from her recently published book, The Leg-
end of Zoey (Delacorte, July, 2006), and gen-
erously offered to anyone who buys her book
to meet him or her for coffee, chat, and get
the book signed. Isn'tit greatto be a mem-
ber of WNBA?

If you would like more information on
great YA authors and books, ask your librar-
ian or bookseller for suggestions. You may
also want to check out the following web re-
sources:

www.teenreads.com

WWW. guysread.com

www.ala.org/ala/yalsa/booklistsawards
/booklistsbook.htm

www.scils.rutgers.edu/~kvander/Young
Adult/index.html

Lacey Cook

www.wnba-books.org






